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Let us fall now into the hand of 


the Lord, for his mercies are 


great; and let me not fall into 


D 7 he han A : of man. 


: A the world is govern- 


YT; 89 


r cd by one glorious Sove- 
e 


N z there is an univerſal aſſent 
RI given by all men; and the 
wiſe and good have ever entertained 


SSL) 


the belief of it, with profound reve- 


rence and peculiar pleaſure: He 


that in the beginning brought order 
out of confuſion, * holds the reins of 
government, and conducts all tranſac- 
tions here below; elſe the ſinful en- 
terpriſes, and unbounded views of wick- 
ed men in power, would ferment the 


Gen. i. 1, 2. 
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world into a tumult, and keep it in a 
perpetual uproar. And with the deep- 
eſt ſenſe of this, we may join with the 
Pſalmiſt; * the Lord reigneth, let the 
earth rejoice, let the multitude of the iſles. 


be glad thereof. —— 
refuge in every circumſtance. And 
thus we find the inſpired author, whoſe 
words we have now choſen, improving 


ſo important a truth; Jet us now fall 


into the hand of the Lord, for his mer- 


cies are great; and let me not fall into 
the hand of man. In which requeſt there 


are three things that preſent unto us. 


E That the Lord is jealous of his 


honour, righteous in his ways, and ſo- 


vereign in his government. 


II. Whatever correction is neceſſary 
for ſinful, revolting creatures, to reco- 
ver them to a ſenſe of that duty, they 
owe the King of kings, on whom all 
their bleffings depend, it is their united 
requeſt, that he may be the immediate 


diſpenſer of it. 


III. It is a preſage of indignation, 


when he puts it off to others. 


fal. Nc. 1. 


And he that guides 


all human affairs muſt be the alone 


J. Iam 
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I. Jam to ſhow that the Lord is 


jealous of his honour, righteous in his 


ways, and ſovereign in his government. 
Under this head, we may obſerve, 


| 1/7, That when any thing uſurps | 


the place of God, in the hearts of 
men, 1t 1s oblery'd by him with a 
juſt reſentment. For while he hath a 


right to a ſuperior regard from ſuch 

as he hath form'd intelligent beings, 
it muſt ſtand numbered among crimes 
of the firſt magnitude, to pervert it to 

any thing beſides him; it is a ſerving the 
_ creature more than the Creator . And 
how frequently do many fall ſhort in 


this reſpect, without diſcerning it, or 
apprehending what rebukes it expoles 


to? We here find one of the greateſt 
worthies that the church of God ever 
had, taken in this ſnare; upon which 
the Divine prerogative is aſſerted, and 


a particular meſſenger charged with 


the mind of God, conſiſting of thge 
molt humbling and ſolemn terms; 
eclipling that grandeur which ingrofl- _ 
ed the honour due unto him alone. 
The tide of all worldly proſperity, is 
the nearelt an ebb, when it diyerts the 


I Rom. i, 3 


pol- 


ns +». . * * 2 


#1 

poſſeſſors from giving God the glory; 
the genuine language of whole chil- 
dren is, ſome truſt in chariots, and ſome 
in horſes, but we will remember the 


name of the Lord our God *. 


2. Chaſtiſement for ſin is certain, 
whether there be an immediate ora- 
cle from heaven to advertiſe of it or 
no. Wherever there is a departure, a 
rebuke will follow. It 1s true, there 
was an indulgence granted to David, 
but no remiſſion; the rod was ap- 
pointed, and muſt light in ſome form 
or other. And when any publick di- 
ſtreſs, or private calamity appears, 
we may affirm, on the moſt ſolid 
grounds, that it is not without foun- 
dation; for every lorrow we may 
aſſign one caule, i. e. fin; that pro- 


Adauces chaſtiſements in ſome kind or 
other, which, tho? not joyous + but 


grievous, are neceſſary. And how well 

ſhould that conduct be weighed and 

examined, that God fo ſtrictly obſerves 
and awtully cenſures! 


3. All the acknowledgments that 
God receives from men, are free or 


gl. . 7 +Hebx 11. 
. com- 


EI} 
compulſive: the effect of a ſcepter of 
grace, engaging to a delightful and 
noble ſubmiſſion; or a rod of iron, by 
expreſſions of abſolute power, that 
none can withſtand. Which ſeems to 
be the main deſign of ſuch diſpenſa- 
tions as are levelled at eminent oppo- 
ſers of God, in the earth, or rebellious 
nations that ſin againſt him; as in 
the caſe of Pharoah, whoſe ſwelling , 


pride was abaſed in threatnings and 


their accompliſhment : I will fend all 

my plagues upon thine heart, and upon 
thy ſervants, and upon thy People, that 
thou mayeſt know that there is none like 
me in all the earth. And further, In 
very deed, for this cauſe have I raiſed 
thee up, for to ſhew in thee my power, 
and that my name may be declared 

throughout all the earth *, The ſame 
power was exerciſed on Nebuchadnes- 


Aar and Belſbaxzar; And at the end of 


the days, I Nebuchadnezzar lift up 
mine eyes unto heaven, and mine under- 

1 returned unto me, and I bleſſ- 
ed the Moſt High; and I praiſed and bo- 
noured him, whoſe dominion i an everlaſi- 
ing dominion, and his kingdom is from 
Re; ro | aig T- And what 


» Exod, =. Its 15. + Dan. Iv. 34. 
| the 


the father found true, the ſon was 
convinced of. So when judgments 
have been denounced, and have pro- 
duced a viſible ſubmiſſion, it hath 
been acceptable, as the Divine deſign 
was extended no further. Thus, when 
the prophet Elijab told Ahab of the 
evil God would bring on him and his 
houle, it is ſaid, * he humbled hi mſelſ, 
rent his clothes, put ſackcloth upon his 
fleſh, and faſted, and lay in a ſack- 
cloth, and went ſoftly. Thus, by ſpeak- 
ing terrible things in righteouſneſs, he 
protected his ſeryants from the hand of 
the deſtroyer, and then granted him a 
little reſpite. The ſame account, I 
humbly conceive, may be given of Fo- | 
nah's preaching in Miniveh, the capital 
city of the Aſſyrians; who had long 
made the nations round them groan _ 
under their oppreſſion and cruelty, 
which was drawing near to a cloſe, 
and the day of God's reckoning with 
them in the courſe of his providenc* ap- 


proaching : This is faid to be in the 


reign of the laſt of their kings , the 


Z eftect of which meſlage from heaven, 
. you may lee declared, Fonah iii. 6. lt. 


Kings xx, 21, 22 23. ul. 29. Sar 
danapalus. = | 8 N 5 


For word came unto the king of . 


Nineveh, and he aroſe from his throne, 
and he laid his robe from him, and co- 
vered him with ſachcloath, and ſat in 

aſhes. And he cauſed it to be proclaimed, 
and publiſhed through Nineveh, by the 
aecree of the king and his nobles, ſaying, 
let neither man nor beaſt, herd nor flock, 

tate any thing; let them not feed, nor 
| drin water, But let man and beaſt be 
5 covered with ſackcloth, and cry mightily 
= wnto God; yea, let them turn every one 
. from his evil way, and from the violence 
+ that is in their hands. Who can tell if 
Cod will turn and repent, and turn away 
from his fierce anger, that we periſh not? 
23 And God ſaw their works, that they 
8 Turned from their evil way, and God re- 
| pented of the evil, that he had ſaid, that he 
would do unto them, and he did it not. 

Who can't ſee what hath always been 

dhe foundation of that happineſs which 

mien enjoy in this lite, which by the 

1 government of proyidence, is aflerted 

in ſwh ſolemn inftances; whereby the — Il 
corruptions of men have been bridled, 
which otherwiſe would render the pre- 
Tent ſtate a dreadful ſituation indeed ? 

Nor is it ſo much to my purpole to ol 
_ enquire how long they were ſpared af 

terwards, as to ſhow that the go- [ 

vernment of heaven is univerſal, and 
FFC „ 


EF as. X > 


[ 10 
that the Lord ruleth by his power for 
ever, and his eyes behold the nations; 

and whatever diverſity of character 
there is among his ſubjects, all ſub- 


mit. 


4. The Lord is always righteous in 
his doings ; ſuſt and true are all thy ways, 


thou King of ſaints x. This we have in 


David's confeſſion; I have ſinned great- 
ty in, that I have done; and now ] be- 
ſeech thee, O Lord, take away the ini- 
quity of thy ſervant, for I have done ve- 


* foolifhly +. When as yet the meſ- 
e 


ſenger of heavy tidings was not come, 
the flight of yanity being over, grace 
_ aſſumed its prerogative, and palfed a 
right cenſure ; from which it was be⸗ 
fore prevented by the ſplendid amuſe- 
ment of national power, which drew 
on the awful viſitation that ſucceeded 
it. As there can be no evil inflicted 
where {in hath not led the way, ſo all 
thoſe hard articles that are complained _ 
of, and diſcerned in the face of the times, 
proceed from national iniquity ; and a 
revival, by ſucceſs of the means now 
uled, may juſtly be dreaded, without _ 
a publick reformation ; the mouths of 


* Rev. xv. 3. +2 Sam. xxiv. 10. 


* 


111 
all being open to their ſufferings, but 
never, ſcarcely to their ſins, from 
whence they ſpring; not conſidering, 
that in every revolt from heaven, they 
have really contributed more weight 
to whatever difficulties attend the af- 
fairs of the land. If God be robbed 
of his honour, it is but an even re- 
turn, if he give Jacob to the ſpoil, and 
IIrael 0 ide robbers *, 


F. In vindicating his honour, he 
breaks all the power and councel of 
1 | men, either in ſpeaking to his peo- 
ple in judgment, or defending them 
5 from their enemies, and never can 
be at a loſs what to do; to whom the 
. nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 

counted as the ſmall duſt of the balance; 

he taketh up the iſles as a very little thing. 

And again; all nations before him are 

as nothing: And they are counted to him ; 

leſs than nothing and vanity. He bring- 7 

eth the princes to nothing; he maketh tbe | 
 fudges of the earth as vanity +. Have 


We not an inſtance of this in a g neigh- 
bouring power, that has laboured for | 
years paſt in alliances and intrigues, to 


1ubyert and enſlave all the reſt? but 


| . oli, 24. + Tfa, xl. 15, 17, 23. France, 
| 5 3 has 
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has been fruſtrated and detected by the 


_ righteous adminiſtration of the only po- 
| tentate ; who, at a ſeaſon unexpected, 
made bare his holy arm, and, inſtead of 


ſucceeding their old fayourite ſcheme, 
012. to {it as queen among the nations *, 
daſn'd the bubble to pieces. What an 
engaging conſideration and bright ſtep 


is this in our favour, and the generality | 


of Europe? and calls loudly for the 


acknowledgments of love and praiſe. 


II. Whatever correction is neceſſary 


for ſinful, revolting creatures, to re- 
cover them to a ſenſe of that duty 
they owe to the King of kings, on 
whom all their bleſſings depend, it is 
their united requeſt that he may be the 


immediate diſpenſer of it. David's 


reaſon for this was, that which will 
ever have the greateſt ſway with all 
that are truly godly, ſince his glory 


and their intereſt are in it. As, 


I/½, He is the Father, and fountain 


of mercy, and in his hands they are 


ſafe; which they ever prefer to any 
inſtruments, deputed in the courſe of 


his providence, to do his work; and 


* Ifa, xlvii. 7. 


when 


L ns) 
when it is neceſſary, they chuſe his 
hand, not to deſtroy, but to correct; 
to which they humbly ſubmit, hav- 
ing ſtill an hope to ſuſtain them. Which 
was the church's view, expreſs'd by 
the prophet thus; Come and let us re- 
turn unto the Lord, for he hath torn, 
and he will heal us : he hath ſmitten, 
and he will bind us up; after two days, 
he will revive us; in the third day, he 
ill raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his 
feght. Then ſhall we know, if we follow 
on to know the Lord; his going forth is 
prepared as the morning, and he will 
come unto us as the rain, and as the 
Former and latter rain unto the earth *, 
There's loving-kindneſs to his children, 
4 inſeparable from all thoſe viſitations, 
4 _ that come directly from the hand of 
VVV en 


2. In the darkeſt diſpenſations they 
are better in the hands of their Father, 
that delights in them to do them good, 
than where both the power, and deſire 
are wanting; even when they know with 
David + they have /inned, and done 
fooliſply, and inſured to themſelves a 


ol. vis 14/44 3. fa fim, Ani, 10. 


| ſcourge, 


FFP 
322 „ 5 


=» 
PE + 22 a 


2 — 


{ 
| 
\ 


ee TE PTC x... GS CARES r 


„ 


E 


icourge, that they expect every moment: i 
It is moſt grateful to fall into his hand, 


againſt whom only they have ſinned, 
and pour out their ſouls before him, 


making their humble requeſt, that 
they may fall into the hand of the 
Lord, and not into the hand of man ; 
that he alone, who is injured, may de- 


mand what is good in his fight, whilſt 
they are filent, and put their mouths in 
the duſt, being certain that it is the 


SO 


Lord's doing. And tho' they mourn 


in the bitterneſs of their ſouls, it is more 


ſupportable, than thoſe perplexities that 
attend diſpenſations that are ſo deep, 
as that the reaſon of them can't be 
come at, though it be certainly juſt ; as 
it was once David's caſe to be at a loſs 
how to account for his affliction, whe- 
ther it were of the Lord, or of the chil- 


dren of men. But here it was quite 


different, he had gone quite out of the 


way, and was brought back in a me- 


thod, as viſible as his departure, and 
might gather inſtruction from every 


3. What comes from the hand of the 
Lord, produces the beſt effects, in melt- 
ing the heart into ſubjection, and 8 


3 
ling the ſoul in duſt; which ends can 
never be attained by any that are 
employed as rods of anger in his hand 
er though they execute their dreadful 
commiſſion never ſo fully, thoſe that 
it takes in, are ſeldom or ever the 
better for it; if they are ſtricken, they 
will revolt more and more. But what 
comes from the hand of the Lord, 
is like all his works in the creation, 
very good, and attended with ſpiritual 
advantage; or, at leaſt, brings about 
ſuch a nen, as tends to his own 
glory, and the deſigns of his unerring 
providence in the world : And, to al- 
Jude to the P/a/mi/?'s * words, if the 
_ righteous Lord ſinites, it is a kindneſs ; if 
he reproves, it is an excellent oil, that 
makes the heart ſoft, and ſets off all 
the acknowledgments of mercy with 
a divine luſtre; being untainted with 
the ſhocking ſeverity of the wicked, 


or the imperfection and frailty of the : 


good; whole correction often becomes 
ineffectual, thro? trifling impertinence, 
as a general incident. But the work of 
a2 divine hand is perfect, carrying in it 
all that is needful, and no more. 


765 


- 4; In falling into the hand of the 
Lord, there is patience and hope fill 
remain, to ſuch as fear the Lord, and 


| Teek out his works with delight. When 
once men come to be perſuaded that 
no calamity attends them, but what falls 


infinitely ſhort of their deſerving ; and 


that there are no formidable circum- 


ſtances, but might, with the ſame ju- 


ſtice, have had an additional weight 


of ſorrows ; murmurs give place to a 


patient waiting, and in judgment, they 
behold mercy, in being ftill in the 


| hand of the Lord: And, as in the 
courſe of providence, he thus hath 


ever dealt with ſuch nations as were 


ſtill to ſhare his favour, in preſerving 
them from being broken and ſubdued - 
. by their enemies; ſo whilſt they have 
the happineſs to behold themſelves in 


ſuch a caſe, there is hope, as not be- 
ing devoted to deſtruction at preſent ; 


and for ſuch other ſcourges as we may 
be ſenſible of, we are to look into 
our own conduct for the particular 

_ reaſons, and, when found, muſt ſay 
with Fob, we have finned, and what 
= Jhall we do unto thee, O thou preſer- 
) Oe 


III. It 


Sat 


III. It is a preſage of indignation, 
when he puts it off to others. The 
iniquity of a people is certainly at 
the full, when the Lord no longer 
continues them in his hand, but caſts 
them into the hand of man; and then 
they fall into the hand of enemies; 
than, which, no circumſtance in the 
preſent ſtate, is more to be dread- 
ed: For as to fall into the hand of 
the children of diſobedience, that are 
veſſels of wrath, and never more ho- 
noured from above, but are employ- 
ed in the drudgery of yengeance, 

which beit ſuits their gloomy geni- 

us, is the very next remove to fall- 
ing into his hand that worketh in 
them. So that it is no wonder, that 
it was a grand requeſt with the ler- 
vants of God in all ages; and with 
none more frequent than David: 
Thoſe that are acquainted with 
the book of P/alms, cannot be 1gno- 


. rant, that it hath a place in molt of 


theſe divine breathings ; Ariſe, 0 
Lord, fave me, O my God, for. thou 
haſt ſmitten all mine enemies on the 
' cheek-bone : Thou haſi broken the teeth 
„%% the ungodly. Lead me, C Torn, is 


[ 38 ] 
thy righteouſneſs, becauſe of mine ene- 
mies: make thy paths ſiraight before 
my face. Deliver me, O Lord, from 
mine enemies; 1 flee unto thee to hide 


ine . As never any made one ſup- 
plication, but had ſome enemies to 
| crave ſuccour againſt, ſo we find it 
like an introduction to the -book of 
P/alms, and a remarkable article that 
is continued to the cloſe. _ 


2. Such as fall into the hand of 


man, are never better, but worſe for 
it, ſo far as any thing may be juſt- 


ly attributed to them, that is of a 
benign influence. frac! and David 
had linned ; and what advantage cowd 


it pothbly be, to fall into the hand 


of the nations round about; who were 


always on the watch for an oppor- 
tunity to ſeize upon their temporal 


felicity, and profeſs'd enemies to the 


God of Iſrael, and his pure worſhip? 
which -lo far as was in their power, 
they would certainly have aboliſhed, 


to make way for their own idola- | 
try. And the ark and tabernacle, 


Pla. iii. 7.---v, 8.---cxli. 9. 


law, 


1 
che law and teſtimony, have been laid 
aſide for Dagon, Molech, Baal, and 
Aſotoreth, and ſuch other abomina- 
tions of the heathen, Such a giving 
up as this, would have been from 
bad to worſe; and inſtead of a chal- 
tiſement, for particular offences, ſend- 
ing a judgment on them, to become 
conſtant worſhippers of devils; for what 
other nations offered in ſacrifice, they 
offered zo devils, and not unto God *. 
And with what other view can we 
F.- look upon being given up to the 
{| power of thole F nations, from whom 
we have any apprehenſions? Can we, 
upon juſt grounds, indulge the leaſt 
hope of publick advantage? Or, is 
there not the greateſt certainty, that 
we ſhould be vaſtly much worſe ? 
Our lin, whereby we had forfeited _ 
our protection in the enjoyment of 
Dh our bleſſings, would be no part of 
1 their concern; but to faſten the yoke 
of ſlavery on our necks, and fuperſti- 
tion on our minds, never to recover 
them any more, leaving us only at 


E Cor: K. 10. 
+ France and Spain. 
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liberty to mourn our loſs. If we had 


made ourſelves vile, they would make 
us miſerable. What more fatal dif- 
ference could there be between our 
happy conſtitution, that has in it a 
Juft extent, with regard to the“ prince, 
and glorious ſecurity to the e 


of the people, and a form of govern- 
ment that knows no bound but the 
variable or unrighteous will of the 
prince; which is a conftant ſource 


of milery to the wretched dependants 
on it. And how ſad the exchange 
of a religion, grounded on the bible, 
as the certain dictates of the Spirit of 


truth, to venture our eternal happi- 


neſs on uncertain traditions, idolatrous 

worſhip, ſuperſtitious obſervances, and 
idle tales! and theſe impoſed with 
threats and tortures. Nor 1s it any 


ealy task for ſuch as avow ſuch a 
ſcheme of politicks, or religion, to 


* When the Gree#s called their kings wage, 
the word ſeems to import what was the nature 
and end of their dignity ; for it is derived from 


Barts ſees, E Aeg populus So the firit, and perhaps 


moit happy princes, were appointed. and reigned 
by the conſent of the people, which is the beſt 
adminiſtration, and I hope always will be the 
glory of our land, and ſuch as reign over us. 


prove 


prove, that they either fear God, or 
regard man *. And lo far, as they 
endeavour to lay others under the di- 
rection of them, they are enemies to 
both; except it be love to God, to 
baniſh his word out of the world; 
or to mankind it be a ſpecial fa- 
vour to ſubvert their liberty, and 


make them ſlaves. 
3. Ambition, and falſe religion, 
have ever been productive of rage 
and cruelty. With inſtances of this 
kind, antient and modern accounts 
will plentifully furniſt us: all which 
give us one inſtruction; that ſuch as 
were concerned in them, were not 
for reforming ſuch as had fallen in- 
to their hands, but tormenting them. 
And, if at any time they were 
brought to reflect upon the cauſes of 
their being ſubjected thus, with re- 
lentipg breaſts, and afflicted ſouls, to 
their oppreſſors, it is purely acciden- 
tal, and as wide of their treatment, 
as delign ; for the tender mercics of 
the wicked are civel . And our own 


F Prov. Xi; 10. 
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lands, have, in N times, been a 


E 
og their cup. 


DE When God . A full end of 


a nation, the method that he takes, 
is. to deliver them into the hand of 


man; nor is there, that I know of, 


more than two inſtances to the con- 


trary, in facred © T a, ane kiſtory. 
One is the deſtruch or the world 
by the deluge, in Which al fi died, 
hat moved on toe earth ; 3 of ſow!, 
and of cattle, aud 25 be alt, and of 


every. creeping thing . ar cr ecieth ont 


ide earth, aud eve) man . Aud 1 the 
other is; that the Lord Vained upon 
Sodom and Gomorra! h, 61 17 one and 
fire f om 25 5 d oui Ti heat Che And 


he fon hoſe C7 tes, 11770 2H, the 
Plain, an all tie tunavitants of the 


cities, and that which g:ew upon. the 
£7 Ott . But in other public inſtan- 
ces of judgment, his path hath been 
one; and the nearer he approaches to 
"It, the greater 18 s the olicitude ol his 


* Gen. v vii. 21. 
1 Gen. xix. 24 25 


children, 


Fe 1 . 


children, what the end ſhall be. Who 


may not tremble when any vilita- 
tion affords ſuch a proſpect, as the 
way of the Lord of old; whereby he 
hath oft broken the nations; the Ba- 


and they by the Macedonians ; and 


they again by the Romans 5 and the 
| Romans by other nations? Theſe are 


capital inſtances of che moſt conſider- 


able acts of providential government; 


tho' each of theſe arrived to their 
height, by nations of leſſer note fall- 


ing into their hands: And what has 
been ſo in former days, may be now. 


„ 


if we come to confider our deiert, 
as a backilidirg people; and it is pure- 


ly owing to the Jong-luffering of our 


God, if the ominous token, of fall- 


ing into the hand of man, does not 


appear, in the triumphing of our 


enemies over us; but we are ſtill 


in the hands of the Lord, whoſe fa- 


vour is not to be abuſed, by indulg- 


ing iniquity, to the aftronting of him 
that dealeth thus graciouſly with us; 


_ What further I ſhall advance, will 
be by way of improvement. As, 


I. Wh = 


< 


Fas] 


1. When national power is the moſt 
formidable, God fill demands the 


glory, from which no. circumſtances 


of grandeur and puiſſance can exempt. 
The ſtrength of {/rae/, was hardly e- 
ver more conſiderable than in the 
days of David. There were in Iſrael 
eight hundred thouſand valiant men, 
that drew the ſword ; and the men 
of Judah were five hundred thouſand 
men k. A numerous aſſembly; and, 
according to the encomium which 
had been before given, /ike unto the 
| hoſt of God , with which David's 
heart was lifted up. Alas! what is 
man, without grace from above conti- 
mually determining the mind, and di- 
recting the ſteps; no longer than ſaints 


are drawn, do they proceed ina right 


way; and in the intervals of ſuſpen- 
ſion, are even as others. And the man 
after God's own heart, glories in an 
arm of fleſh, and is humbled for it; 
which is written for our inſtruction, to 
look upon the mightieſt forces, as in 


** 9 Sam. xxiv. 19. 


: + 1 Chron. XII. 22. 
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5 the hand of the Lord; who does what- 
ſoever pleaſeth him, in the army of 


heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 


earth ; with whom it 1s no new thing to 


blow upon the greateſt undertaking, and 


_ eclipſe the glory of nations, who have 
_ truſted in themſelves, and not in him. 


2. When the affairs of the land are 


in an uncertain ſituation, and we know 
not what the end may be, it ſhould be 
improved as a motive of loye and unity 


amongſt all conſiſtent Proteſtants; at 
leaſt, fo far as regards them, as they 
muſt ſtand or fall, as theſe ſucceed or 
are diſappointed, and not liſten to the 
inſinuations of ſuch as, only wait to di- 
vide, that they may inſlave us. And 
as their ſentiments of the cauſe in which 
they are engaged are the ſame, with one 
heart they ſhould ſupplicate ſucceſfs 
from heaven; not being diſcouraged, 
tho we know that we have many ene- 
mies, that are in the midſt of us. Nay, 
we ſhould do it with greater earneſt- 
| neſs and importunity ; for were we in 
their power, we ſhould ſoon find the 
effects of their principles in the loſs of 
our own happineſs; which hath been 
as often verified, as they, or their fa- 
thers, have had the reins of civil go- 
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vernment; which, I am perſuaded, will 
ſufficiently vindicate me in your appre- 
henſions, from the charge of being 
an unjuſt declaimer. It is what we 
have heard with our ears, and our fa- 


thers have told us, how fatally true 


they have ever been in obſerving the 

articles that make up their dreadful 
creed; not one of which can pretend to 
the leaſt divine authority, or carries 


In it any thing beneficent, or conforma- 


ble to the rights of nature; according 
to which mankind is to be preſerved 
and cheriſhed, and not oppreſſed and 


deſtroyed. And ſurel“ Ft that which is 


cauſe ; and yet we ſee many ſtupidly 


and wickedly embarqu'd in it. And 


whilſt we are making our addreſſes, 


that we may not fall into the hand of 
man, and that the publick efforts that we 
are now making as a nation, may be 
HTucceeded, their deſires and prayers run 
in a contrary channel: But may we 
truſt in the Lord, tho? undeſerving, to 
keep us from fallin 


g into the hand of 


man, whilſt the prayer of the wicked 
becomes in *, and their hope ſhall be as 
the giving up of the ghoſt, 
_ Pſal. cix. 7. + Job xi. ult. 


3. We 


e 


4 We are to expreſs our thankful- 
neſs to the Lord, who hath hitherto 
kept us from falling into the hand of 


man, by putting a juſt value upon thoſe 


bleſſings, that we enjoy in conſequence 
thereof. Our liberty, and freedom from 
the rod of the oppreſſor, being govern- 
ed by laws that are juſt and equal, is 
a jewel that ſecures us all the enjoy- 
ments, that God hath graciouſly given 
us, from the encroachment of arbitra- 
ry power. And ſhall we trifle with it, 
by ſhowing the leaſt countenance to the 
ſpecious pretenſions of ſuch, as envy out 


felicity, and that government, that pro- 


teects us in the enjoyment of it? The 


goſpel of Chriſt alſo remains with us, 


as an effect of our being in the hand of 


| the Lord, which is more precious than al! 


the world beſides; the richeſt inheri- 


dance we can enjoy ourſelves, or leave 


to poſterity is the word of life, in which 
eternal truth, and bleſſed hopes are ſet 
before us. How gloomy the day of 


ſuch a remove! 'tis the higheſt in- 


ſtance of judgment, for the Father of 


lights to leave us in darkneſs, and 


cauſe our glory to depart from us. And 
are not theſe worth the vindicating, ac- 
cordisg to the abilities we have receiv- 


* 


to higher 
ranks and 


8 


and faithful ſubject Araunah, ſaying, 
the Lord thy God accept thee *. ns 
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